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The dam is situated 35 km from Groblershoop. The construction formed part of an economic
development plan to uplift the poor white Afrikaners at the time. The name of the dam derives from
the Boegoe plant which was widely used in traditional medicine. Many Workers were ex-diamond
miners and others who had been hit by the depression. The average wage for workers was 7s-6d per
day (about 75cents). All the work was done with pick and shovel and wheelbarrows with the help of
some donkeys. The coffer-dam was built of sand bags carried on men's backs And when each 50
meters of the coffer dam had been packed, work had begin on excavations for the foundations where
In some places the foundations are deeper than what the wall is high. All work was done by hand and
even the holes for explosives was drilled by hand. The wall took 55 045m ? of concrete and the total
Cost was £215 000.

® 50% of the capacity can supply
360 000 domestic users with
water for 1 year (150 liter/
person/day).

e The surface area is equivalent to
930 rugby fields.

Completed: 1933
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Length of dam (longest distance from wall to

Length of wall (top): 622 m inflow): 30 km

Nearest town: Groblershoop Surface area: 742 ha

Water use: Irrigation.

Capacity compared to Vanderkloof Dam, 340 km upstre
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