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Public Health in the News 

South Africa: One in 10 South Africans Living with HIV - 
Stats SA 

Around one in 10 South Africans are living with HIV, according 
to a report released by Statistics SA. Statistician general Pali 
Lehohla, speaking at the release of the mid-year population 
estimates report in Pretoria, said 6.19 million South Africans, 
11.2%, are living with the disease, out of an estimated total 
population of 54.95 million people. 

The number of South Africans infected with HIV has increased 
by 2.17 million since 2002, when 4.02 million South Africans 
were living with the virus. However, infections were dropping, 
with the incidence rate for people between the ages of 15 and 
49 declining. This could be seen in the reduction of infections 
for those aged between 15 and 24. In 2002, 6.75% of this 
group were infected with HIV, dropping to 5.59% in 2015. 
There had been a gradual drop in Aids-related deaths since 
2002. 

'Life expectancy is increasing' 

In 2015, Stats SA estimates that 531 965 people had died, with 
162 445 of those being Aids-related - or 30.5%. In 2002, 44.6% 
of all deaths were Aids-related; this figure peaked in 2005 at 
50.7%. "We need to look at what progress is being achieved 
in demographics," Lehohla said. "Life expectancy is 
increasing. That is the biggest demographic gain the world 
observes." He said in Africa, life expectancy had increased by 
20 years since the 1950s. 

In South Africa, average life expectancy in 2015 was 62.5 
years, an increase of 9.1 years since 2004. The average life 
expectancy for a South African male was 60.6 years, while for 
a woman, it was 64.2 years. The increase in average life 
expectancy was matched by a drop in both the infant 
mortality rate and the children-under-5 mortality rate. 

In 2002, the infant mortality rate was 51.2 babies per 1 000 
live births, and peaked at 52 babies per 1 000 live births. In 
2015, it has dropped to 34.4 deaths per 1 000 live births. In 
2002, deaths of children under five was 77.2 per 1 000 
children, peaking at 79.1 in 2005. In 2015, this figure has 
dropped significantly to 45.1 per 1 000 children. 

…SA's population had grown 1.65% from 2014 to 2015, 
compared with 1.28% from 2002 to 2003. The natural rate of 
the increase is 1.3% in 2015, with the remainder being made 
up by migration. "Load shedding might help us with the good 

birth rate," said Lehohla. He emphasised how important the 
youth were to the country and the continent's future. 

Source: AllAfrica, 24 July 2015 

 

WAMTechnology specialises in providing software 
technology solutions to the health sector to achieve good 
governance in private as well as public enterprises. We have 
ample experience in the custom development (with local 
conditions in mind) of information systems that support good 
community health and well-being in Africa.  

Our many successful projects include the development and 
support of the Electronic Tuberculosis Register (ETR.Net) and 
Electronic Drug-Resistant Tuberculosis Register (EDRWeb)  ̶  
which are the official software tools used by the South 
African National Department of Health’s Tuberculosis Control 
Program, to maintain and analyse registered patients. 
Another successful project we are involved with, is the 
TIER.Net system, which captures data elements and resulting 
indicators (based on the WHO paper registers) required to 
monitor HIV and ART services. Monthly and quarterly reports 
can be generated, with data encrypted dispatch files 
transferred to higher management levels (e.g. provinces or 
national) for further analysis. The system also supports WHO 
reports, such as: WHO Cohort and WHO Cross Sectional 
Monthly Reports.  

The WAMTech motto is “service delivery through innovation” 
and we will continue to innovate our ideas and technology 
systems in ways that would best support healthy and 
sustainable communities. 
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