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Water and Sanitation in the News

Under spend by water and sanitation worrying

A Portfolio Committee on Water and Sanitation has expressed
concerned by the Department of Water and Sanitation’s
qualified audit opinion. In a statement released by the
committee it says the area of major concern is the under-
expenditure of the department’s vote compared to the planned
spending projections.

According to the committee the under-expenditure of 11%
represents a huge number of undelivered services to the people
of this country. “It is even more worrying that the department
attributes this low spending on lack of proper planning.” The
Committee expressed its concern, in a statement, that there is
a continuing lack of adequate skills to ensure that the
department delivers on its mandate.

While the Committee is aware that skills shortage is a general
challenge across the spheres in the country, the Committee has
called for a joint effort among sister departments such as the
Department of Higher Education and Training to ensure that this
challenge is overcome. The Committee is however pleased that
there is positive movement in relations to governance
mechanisms within the department which include internal audit
and functioning of the audit committee.

The Committee remains convinced that these governance
mechanisms are the bedrock for future positive audit outcomes.
The reduction of fruitless and wasteful expenditure by the
department is another aspect that is welcomed. Although the
R1 545 000 remains high, the Committee is convinced that there
is adequate commitment to deal with the matter. The
Committee has called on the department to ensure that this
amount is reduced even further in the current financial year.

Source: Infratsructurene.ws, 19 October 2015

Proper planning is a critical aspect of ensuring sustainable
service delivery across the entire water sector - from budget
planning at national government level, to maintenance planning
at component level at water and waste water treatment plants
in South Africa.

In order to do sufficient planning, management teams will need
to be supported by an adequate balance of sufficient human
and technical resources which could supply a steady stream of
accurate information, skills and tools to perform all the vital
tasks that keep the country’s natural and industrial water cycle

—which constitute the “bloodstream” of the country’s “physical
body” —in a healthy and sustainably flowing state.

The Municipal Assistant™ system enables users to approach
water and sanitation planning from a higher vantage point by
recognising and analysing the interdependencies of functions

File General Montoring d Bud d staft

| imentoy | _cont |_¢& | | Barees wrwe 1] |
Preventive maintenance schedules = Hermon WWTW [
Waming indicators @ Outsianding tasia / jobs - — .

Abeacy Goa (18| Oua  wook (1) 0ve st 2| ] 3] e p—"

0
0
0
0

= Saron WWTW
& Wellington WwTW

The Municipal Assistant™ was developed as an operational
information system to assist with the assessment (on
component level including cost and lifespan), operations,
maintenance (preventive and reactive) and management of
water and wastewater facilities and related infrastructure. The
system helps ensure that assets and people perform at optimal
levels, which reduce service disruptions due to asset failure or
human error, thereby reducing future maintenance costs.

The following elements were taken into consideration when the
system was developed:

e provide a structured source of information and knowledge
to ensure that capacity building is an ongoing process;

e create a mechanism to enhance the optimal and
sustainable use of facilities (financially and technically) and
achieve the primary aim, that is the sustainable use of our
water resources;

e provide a planning mechanism in order to maintain and
expand facilities for the delivery of appropriate services;
and

e undertake planning for water demand management and
water conservation measures.

CONTACT US: Tel: +27 (0)21 887 7161

WAMTech are specialists in implementing technology systems for improved governance, focussing on Water and Public Health
Information Systems

Visit our websites:

WWW.Wamsys.co.za

www.municipalassistant.co.za

WWW.ewisa.co.za
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http://www.wamsys.co.za/
http://www.municipalassistant.co.za/
http://www.ewisa.co.za/
http://www.infrastructurene.ws/2015/10/19/under-spend-by-water-and-sanitation-worrying/
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