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Water and Sanitation in the News 

Mokonyane launches multi-billion rand Vaal project  

Minister of Water and Sanitation Nomvula Mokonyane has 
officially launched the Vaal Gamagara Water Scheme in the 
Northern Cape. The scheme, valued at R18 billion, will involve 
the construction of a 430 km pipeline and the drilling of 
boreholes to augment water supply for about six municipalities 
and 22 villages. This will ensure security of supply up to 2040. 
The project will commence in July 2016 and should be 
completed in July 2018. 

The minister told more than 3 000 members of the community 
that the project is the largest in the country currently and it will 
create no less than 1 500 jobs for people in the areas involved.  

Speaking at the launch, Mokonyane emphasised the importance 
of the project for the communities of the Northern Cape and the 
provincial economy. “Through this project we seek to ensure 
that our people have access to clean water and prevent 
incidences where our people share unsafe water with animals 
in rivers. We will serve close to 150, 000 people in 22 villages 
once this scheme is completed.”… 

Source: Infrastructurene.ws, 28 June 2016 

Municipal Assistant™ System 

NEW FEATURES & FUNCTIONALITIES 

The Municipal Assistant™ was developed as an operational 
information system to assist with the assessment (on 
component level including cost and lifespan), operations, 
maintenance (preventive and reactive) and management of 
water and wastewater facilities and related infrastructure.  

 

The latest MA release includes a new module named “Sewage 
Loads Estimator”. The purpose of this module is to assist 

clients to calculate the Sewage Loads for a WWTW (Industries 

Flows and Quality & Domestic Flows and Quality). This is an 
EASY tool to use to determine if a plant is overloaded.  

The system also assists in identifying why and when it is 
overloaded, and what needs to be done to solve the issue. The 
module works by taking all the plant components as specific to 
a particular works and thereby facilitates easily conducting plant 
specific audits on the adequacy of the design capacity in relation 
to current or planned operating conditions and loads. 

 

WAMTech will provide detailed training on the module at a 
refresher course scheduled for 18 August 2016 at our office in 
Stellenbosch. The course is included as part of clients’ license 
renewal fees (2 attendees per license holder). 

Other new features of the MA system include: 

New reports  

– Detailed reactive maintenance report  
– Detailed preventative maintenance report  
– Lab report: DWS compliance report (per month)  
– Lab report: overall compliance report (per month) 
– Lab report: period averages of water quality data (for 

selected time frame)  
– 4 lab reports: sequential statistics (locations)  

New functionalities  

– Import reassessment of assets  
– Archive staff  
– Archive suppliers  
– Job card number reactive maintenance  
– Job card number preventative maintenance  
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